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English Education Using Wireless LANs and Laptop Computers

—The Path Toward Pervasive Computing—

YosHiko Koxpo*

Synopsis: We have ventured into the realm of an information-driven society that differs from
that in existence previously. This involves a shift from the personal computer and the Internet to
mobile communications and pervasive computing. We cannot ignore the current situation in which
mobile and wireless communications are not just a new form of communications in physical terms,
but are also generating hitherto unseen social phenomena, such as the bloodless revolution in the
Philippines (2001). At the University of Electro-Communications, an initiative aimed at utilising a
wireless LAN and mobile communications environment in the teaching of English has begun. Stu-
dents that were not tied down to terminal rooms in terms of time or space employed a variety of
peripheral equipment, media (such as USB flash memories and various types of card for digital
cameras), cables and their own mobile devices, both inside and outside the classroom, demonstrat-
ing an extremely active dimension to studying in a well-equipped CALL (Computer Assisted Lan-
guage Learning) class. Furthermore, the students contributed to the class by such means as be-
coming involved in setting up shared folders, and their appetite for independent study increased.
In addition, in order to get by in a wireless LAN environment with just a single monitor, situated
on the lecturer’s console, corporate support software was introduced, to share the image on a
screen so that everyone could see the image and the movements of the mouse. This software was
developed in order to support clients in remote areas via the Internet. As a result, we were able to
conduct the exchange of information in a similar way to computer-assisted instruction. both be-
tween the individual student and the lecturer and between the individual student and the class as a
whole. In the future, language education will undoubtedly be carried out in a variety of ways; I
hope this report will be of some assistance in the introduction of environments adapted to social
trends, such via wireless LANs and mobile communications, which is one model for such educa-
tion.
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