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Abstract
On the Marriage in Ur III Sumer

Setsuko OH'E

Marriage is intimately related to the family system, inheritance system, and kinship relations in a society. In
addition to the complexities of these problems, the lack of availablé source material has hindered research concerning
marriage in Ur III Sumer, resulting in Falkenstein's NSGU being the only substantial study specifically related to this
subject. The Falkenstein study has been supplemented to a very minor degree by research into Sumerian marriage
customs as a means of furthering primary research into Old Babylonian marriage customs. Also, the Falkenstein
NSGU study sought to explicate all positive laws as may be inferred from extant court records, and as a result suf-
ficient consideration could not be given to each individual custom.

Recognizing the limitations of the above and relying primarily upon extant court records and other supplementary
materials, the present study seeks to identify specific marriage customs of the Ur III Sumerians insofar as these may
be confirmed today. The first part of this study, in which we consider the subjects of engagement and marriage, is

presented here.
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