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The Theory of International Trade in Tokugawa Japan :
A Study of “Keisei Hisaku” Written
by Honda Toshiaki(1743-1821)

EH
Jun Miyata

Abstract:

Honda Toshiaki JPN (1743-1821) was a Japanese economist in private, influential in
political economic thought in the mid-eighteenth century. He has known for mercantilist by his
well-known text composed of mathematics, astronomy, geography, and navigation under the
influence of European thought.

In my view, this general understanding leaves much to be desired. For understanding
Toshiaki’s economical theory perfectly, his important text on economics ‘Keisei Hisaku’ written in
1798 has to be examined more carefully. The following is my accurate analysis to understand
Toshiaki’s economical theory thoroughly by decoding this text.

Toshiaki endeavored to solve the food problem came under the influence of Tenmei Famine
(after 1783). He thought introducing the economic development plan for self-sufficient in food,
improving transport system, promoting domestic industries, could solve pessimistic situation. For
him, these plans should apply to only domestic area. The above is effective measures for real
problems. However, he predicted that new food problem would occur by the excessively population
growth in the future. When this situation comes, he thought that international trade would effective
measure as thorough preparation.

Such of this insistence by Toshiaki, we need to understand his theory as a gradually
adjustment for the relation between supply of food and demand by population growth, and his
theory of international trade is not realistic plan but prevention plan for the future.
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