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The cultural exchange between Dr. Kalidas Nag and
Japan in the 1930s.

HY W&
Yuki Meno

Abstract:

This paper shows that some points of the immaturity for the cultural interchange policy of the
Japanese authorities before the World War Il thought Dr. Kalidas Nag’s contacts with Japan.

Dr. Kalidas Nag who was one of the outstanding cultural anthropology from Bengal in India
and he made attempts to contact with Japanese literary people and authorities for the cultural
exchange with several ways from 1927 though 1941.

First, he searched the way to contact them thought his intimate pro-Japanese French friend,
Romain Rolland. Second, he could have the exchange with Japanese delegate as a chairperson of
India (Bengal branch) at the International Pen Club. Third, he published a book from KBS
(Kokusai Bunka Shinkokai, International Cultural Relations and Modern Japan, currently Japan
Foundation. Finally, he have established a Japanese library with obtaining the books from the
Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Even with the attempts those above, he could not succeed in the exchange due to the
insufficiency of the Japanese cultural policy. And, we can also see its characteristic in the one
after the World War II.
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