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50" Anniversary of the Restoration of Russo-Japanese Relations:
1956 Soviet-Japanese Joint Declaration as Viewed from the Sakhalin
Region after the Collapse of the Soviet Union

XYa7z - IV
Yakov Zinberg

Abstract:

In October 2006 the 50™ anniversary of the signing of the Soviet-Japanese Joint Declaration
occurred. The Declaration not only served to restore the bilateral relationship between the two
countries but since the dissolution of the USSR has also been actively applied as a means of a
potential resolution of the territorial dispute centering on the sovereignty status of a group of
islands situated to the north of Japan’s major northernmost island of Hokkaido, de facto
controlled by the Russian Federation as an administrative part of Russia’s Sakhalin Region. Ever
since the Soviet Union collapsed the Sakhalin Region has turned into a powerful participant and a
pressure tool in terms of the ongoing bilateral negotiations regarding the territorial dispute, in
particular obstructing Russia’s central government’s attempts to apply the 1956 Joint Declaration
as a basis for the dispute resolution. The paper is aiming at demonstrating the evolution of the
Sakhalin Region’s opposition to the central government’s policies of activating the 1956 Joint
Declaration potential. The text is based on the oral presentation delivered in October 2006 at the
annual meeting of the Japan Association of International Relations.

Keywords: 1956 Soviet-Japanese Joint Declaration, Sergei Ponomarev, “Northern Territories”
dispute, Japan, Russia
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