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On Cultural Piracy: A Myanmar Case

T B
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Abstract:

Piracy is still rampant in many Asian countries. It is an important topic to interpret
this phenomenon in multiple frameworks for deeper understanding of interconnected
relations between Asian local cultures and globalization. This essay seeks a preliminary
analysis of this problem by focusing on a Myanmar case.

Piracy tends to grow between disproportionate international relations, and in a
transitional stage from controlled state to democratic society with market economy. But
realities in Asia tell us that this kind of perspective is yet to be promised. If we look at
the Myanmar case, we can understand that piracy is a much more complex
phenomenon, and functions to secure human creativity in a controlled society.

This kind of paradoxical culture struggle can be found even in the US, particularly on
the Internet. The collaboration of government and culture industry is converting the
Internet into more and more controlled environment. Piracy testifies this very
eloquently. It is not just an anecdote of the dark world in some underdeveloped Asian

countries, but an inextricable part of globalization.
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.. [TThe slow pace of intellectual property reform in East Asia is at least partly cultural
and can be traced back 2,500 years to the influence of Confucius. In the Chinese tradition,
the highest form of flattery is represented by a student who faithfully reproduces the work
of a teacher.

Far Eastern Economic Review. 3 December, 1992.

Bad poets borrow, good poets steal.

T.S. Eliot
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