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Sacred, ‘“Lived”” Square in Bhaktapur, Nepal

Tetsuo ITO*

Abstract: In discussing about a historical Town Square ‘‘Dattatreya-Square’ in the historical city Bhak-
tapur, Nepal we pointed out the following:

a) The attractive square was not the creation of one architect or planner; rather, it evolved gradually over
centuries of interventions by many personalities to fulfill the needs of their times. Thus, the Square ‘‘hap-
pened to be completed.” The fact that people are never bored in this Square comes from this circumstance.

b) The fact that the Square is “lived (gelebt)’’ as a place for market, to play, to work, to celebrate simul-
taneously for the existence of the people.
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