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Inada-granite and other granitic building stone quarries in Japan

Tnui Mutsuko *

Abstract: Most of the building stones used in Japan are being imported nowadays and the occurrence of
the domestic building stone quarries are scarcely known. It is the aim of this study to preserve the
knowledge about our building stone resources and the history of its industry.

This report focuses on granite quarries and building stone manufacturers in Japan. Granites are
mainly used for the exteriors due to its high durability in town. Inada-granite is one of the most popular
granitic building stones around Tokyo. Inada quarry, Ibaraki-prefecture, Japan, was investigated through
literatures and interviews. It was known through the statistical data that building stone manufacture in
Japan flourished before 1990, importing stone material. After that, the manufacturing plant started
moving out to China. Granite quarries in Japan works mainly for tombstones and monuments for

traditional religious facilities these days.
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