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Current Situation of Recycling of Wood Waste from Sawmills,
Construction and Demolition sites in Ibaraki and Hyogo Prefecture

Kanako Suzuki*

Abstract: Most of wood waste from sawmills, construction and demolition sites is well recycled in Japan.
Wood waste is used for paper production, panel board production, litter, compost, wood pellets and
biomass industry. Due to biomass energy utilization policy, considerable amount of wood waste is
consumed by the biomass industry for boiler fuel to produce electricity and steam in Japan these days.
Recycling of wood waste is in a period of transition at present, and there are considerable regional
differences. This research focused on the influence of biomass energy utilization policy on the situation
of wood waste recycling in Ibaraki and Hyogo prefecture. While the amount of wood waste to produce
electricity and steam has increased over the past 10 years, there are two major problems; the demand
and supply issues and deterioration of wood chips.

Key words: Sawmill wood waste, Construction and Demolition wood waste, Recycling, Biomass energy
utilization, wood chips
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