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Civil engineering technology of Inca

Hideaki Shibata*!, Isamu Ono*?

Abstract: The author participated in investigations for preserving and restoring the Machu Picchu ruins
for the three-year period between 2012 and 2014 and had an opportunity to be exposed to the civil
engineering technology in the Incan era and construction practice in present Peru. This paper describes
the things that the author has seen and heard during the period. The Incan civilization is said to be
centered on stones. Houses and other basic structures were all built by masonry. In the field, stones
were compared and combined with one another to construct structures. In the Incan era, much time
was spent in scraping stones using other stones without using any metal such as ironware. This paper
describes various types of civil engineering structures based on the culture of stones.
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