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Factor Analysis of Image Towards University Kendo Athletes;
Comparisons Between Male and Female Club Members.
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ABSTRACT
It is extremely important for Kendo instructors to understand the image of Kendo athletes in
order to establish instructive methods and spread Kendo. We compared and examined the
Factor structure of the image towards Kendo athletes in 140 female and 74male university club
members. The measurement consisted of 35 factors for social, activity, physical, emotional,

and motivational aspects toward Kendo athletes.
The following results were obtained.

(1) Similarities were found in motivational, activity, social, and emotional factors between the
two groups, but not in the physical factor. The physical image factor was not extracted because
the subjects of both groups were healthy university students and had internalconfidence in basic

physical fitness, not because their physical image was low.

(2) The numbers of extracted factors were larger among male unive rsity club members than
among female university club menbers. This suggests that amount of practice, years of
experiences, experience in tournaments and human relationships affect the diversity of image

towards Kendo athletes.

(3) The philosophy of Kendo was infiltrated deeply through Kendo, and that value as Budo was

reflected in its image among university students clearly.
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