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Disaster preparedness of disaster base hospitals
by comparison among prefectures
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Abstract
Background: In 1996, disaster base hospitals began to be established in every prefecture of
Japan. However, some issues concerning compliance with designated requirements still remain.
Purpose: Prefectures differ in terms of the number of designations and designation
requirements as well as disaster systems and response capabilities. Therefore, this study aimed
to comparatively examine these differences.
Method: A questionnaire survey was conducted in four prefectures with the maximum number
of designations and four prefectures with the minimum number of designations.
Results: The proportion of hospitals with emergency vehicles was 42% and of those with
helicopter take-off and landing facilities was 62%. Further, 65% of the hospitals had implemented
joint disaster drills with nearby hospitals, about 30% of hospitals had established arrangements
with nearby hospitals, and a similar proportion had done so with nearby fire stations. The rate
of compliance with designation requirements was higher for emergency medical centers and
hospitals with more than 500 beds.
Discussion: Although the rate of compliance with designation requirements was low and areas
for improvement were identified, it was confirmed that emergency medical centers and large
hospitals with more than 500 beds had established systems and procedures for responding to
disasters. No significant differences were found between the group with many designations and
the group with few designations, and the results indicated that the quality of disaster base
hospitals does not change as a result of confirming their compliance with prefectural designation

requirements.
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