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(Abstract)

The purpose of this study is to discuss on Dewey’s philosophy of education which has been
re-evaluated especially in the field of pedagogy under the current social problems and educational tasks in
terms of the theory of physical education. It is also an attempt to re-evaluate pragmatism and to propose the
concept of “pragmatic physical education” as a new concept of physical education. The study is composed
of the following chapters: 1) concept of pragmatism, 2) concept of experience, 3) concept of growth, 4)
concept of inquiry, 5) concept of community and 6) concept of pragmatic physical education. The study is
summarized as follows:

In chapter 1) concept of pragmatism, pragmatic thought for education is presented by reviewing
Dewey’s ideas of children, education and society. Pragmatism, in short, is a human act, that is to say a
thought how to live. At the heart of Dewey’s philosophy, there is an idea that it is not merely a theory but the
effectiveness of the theory regained by involving various problems in a real life. Therefore, Dewey’s
philosophical theme is defined as human activities such as education, art and politics. It is important for us to
notice that his philosophy is not a simple application to education but rather interposing the thought of
children between philosophy and pedagogy. Dewey’s philosophy has broad perspectives of social,
educational and child experiences and includes the pragmatic stance to procced the various problems within.
Therefore, in the interpretation of Dewey’s philosophy for physical education, the priority is directed to the
consideration for individual experience as the minimum unit which constitutes the human life.

In chapter 2) Dewey’s concept of experience, the concept of experience in Dewey’s philosophy is
interpreted in terms of the theory of physical education and the importance of physical activities themselves as
experience leading to generate the meaning is argued. Based on Dewey’s philosophy, experience is the
result of constant physical activity supported by the principle of continuity and interaction and it is also an
opportunity for the generation of meaning. Human as the subject of physical activity creates a situation by
interacting with the environment such as others, tools and places. The situation has its own meaning that
never occurs again and as a result it becomes “an experience” for individuals. It is an opportunity for
reconstruction of physical activities based on the reflections of the past experiences and then human
experience a new physical activity based on the principle of continuity and interaction. In Dewey’s
philosophy, the existence of human being is regarded as "body-mind" relationship and the reconstruction of
physical activity caused by continuous experience is the opportunity to recreate the self. It is also a prime
perspective for the issue of human growth.

In chapter 3) Dewey’s concept of growth, the concept of growth in Dewey’s philosophy is interpreted in
terms of the theory of physical education, and the perspective for human growth acquired by physical activity
is presented. Based on Dewey’s philosophy, physical activity is one reflecting mind. Intervention in the
outside world by physical activity is visually interaction with a certain object, but the meaning of experience
arising at that time invites the subject of physical activity to the inside oneself and transforms one’s inner
world. Namely, the meaning of past experience and current experience confront each other and the new
meaning arising from the reflection through the confrontation is a guide for new physical activity in the




outside world.  Physical activity is always reconstructed by the continuous experience, that is to say a process
of continuous self recreation. Therefore, physical activities such as constant physical movement and sport
that cause interaction with the world may be regarded as an opportunity for human endless growth, namely
self-creation. When the self created by physical activity becomes individual’s future drawn by, the process is
called “inquiry”.

In chapter 4) Dewey's concept of inquiry, the concept of inquiry in Dewey’s philosophy is interpreted in
terms of the theory of physical education and the perspective searching in the constant physical activity is a
process of interactive relationship between individuals and the world is discussed. When an anticipated
future is assumed, the current experience is the starting point for the future and constant reconstruction of
physical activity that establishes various experiences connecting the present and the future would be
necessary. ‘That is, inquiry is the process of cormrecting such physical activity Based on Dewey’s
philosophy, the process of inquiry consists of the principle of continuity and interaction in the concept of
experience and it is synonymous with the process of growth. Human experiences one’s encounter to the
world through physical activity and grows with inquiry as the occasion of experience. What cannot be
avoided in the process of future realization is an interaction with the environment, that is to say the
involvement with others. The beliefs are verified and changed in the relationship with others, and physical
activities also change synchronously with it.  Community would be formed when individuals share common
aims in the mutual transformation.

In chapter 5) Dewey’s concept of community, the concept of community in Dewey’s philosophy is
interpreted in terms of the theory of physical education and the perspective that individual’s corporative
physical activities promote the formation of a community by establishing communication and that the
community itself functions as an educational environment is argued. When individual’s aim is shared by
physical communication, one becomes a communicative being which is expressed as “a community of
activities” in Dewey's philosophy. In the community of activities, the experiences of each individual are
reflected by physical communication with others and individual’s nature is relativized. Here again, Dewey’s
concept of experience is rooted. When the community itself becomes the educational environment as an
experience and the personality of individuals is created, the realization of diversity is the source of literacy
named imagination in the new situation. In this way, the study reaches the issue of democracy aiming to
realize “with others” which is also the subject of Dewey’s philosophy.

In chapter 6) concept of pragmatic physical education, the discussion of Dewey’s philosophy in terms
of the theory of physical education through chapters 1 to 5 is reconstructed as a concept of “pragmatic
physical education”. Consistency with Dewey’s philosophy is an educational philosophy aiming to realize
the social change by education. That is, the concept of pragmatic physical education encompasses the
perspective of rich meaning of experience, inquiry and growth by physical activities and it aims to realize
the communicative and individual being. ~ Also, it indicates a stance to confront the issue of democracy, that
is the problem of diversity realized in physical activity “with others” and the tolerance to accept such situation.
It is pragmatic re-thinking about the world in which human is the subject of experience to live. In
conclusion, the concept of pragmatic physical education is a phﬂosophy of physical educational that confronts
to current educational tasks by its pragmatic way.

The theory of pragmatic physical education presents the guideline for theorizing the issue of human
growth by physicalbactivity through understanding the meaning of education, human (body-mind) and
experience from the “current” standpoint. It does not propose a standard of immutable concept but a
pragmatic theory reconstructed always. Consistency with core of the theory is a perspective of human




(child) life such as rich meaning of experience, better growth, inquiry towards the future and community
formed with others. Therefore, the theory of pragmatic physical education encompasses the political aspect
for prospecting democracy and the theory has the potential to be developed into “the politics of physical
education” as a new field of physical education.
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