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Christianization in Egyptian Society
—Change of the Akoris Temple in Late Antiquity—

Sumiyo TSUJIMURA*

Abstract

There are two opinions concerning the period of Christianization in Egypt. One is that Christianity acted as a
substitute for the traditional pagan cult was declining rapidly in the first half of the 3" century, altering the existing
social structure centering on a city society to a rural community. The other is that it survived and coexisted with
the pagan cult to the 4"-5" century. In the present paper, the author studied the western temple at the site of
Akoris to reexamine the above-mentioned opinions. The temple worshipping Ammon and Souchos (Sobek),
controlling navigation on the Nile was supported strong, Roman imperial demand for steady supply of stones and a
strongpoint in the long distance commerce in the 1% and 2" centuries. Certainly, no stele dedicated by Roman
emperors has been found in the temple, likewise temples at other sites after that time. However, amongst the 13
graffiti of the Nile hymn preserved on walls in the hypostyle hall, the 2 graffiti were written at the end of the 4™
century. In addition, the court of the temple was reconstructed on a large scale after the end of the 37 century.
This reconstruction was probably executed by Diocletianus who is known as a persecutor of Christians.
Furthermore, just under Dioscuri and a goddess carved on the cliff on the south side of the crag, on the opposite
side of the temple, a rock-cut stairs on which many animal bones were scattered and charcoal for sacrifices were
found. Judging from pottery and lamps, the pagan rite accompanied with burning is supposed to have been
performed from the 1% century to the 4™ century. It thus appears that pagan temple had kept peoples’ loyal up to
the 4" century. The temple area proceeded to suffer from disfiguration by olive oil presses, grind stones of a flour
mill and houses after the 5 century. If destruction of idols inscribed on ostraca was linked with subversive
activities led by Apa Shenoute in the White Monastery, monks may have taken this opportunity to begin living in the
temple area They had fishing right besides managing the olive estate and workshops for making oil. According to
other papyrus, a riot which dragged in all of the residents participated happened in 698. It was probably the riot
that heralded a rash of riots to protest high taxes in the next century. As a result of the riots, residents became
impoverished and at last at the beginning of the 8" century Akoris was abandoned.
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TIZHHEROEDVARESTL 2T, ThoDZLEWETLE, 28IV T bz T 447 LT 4T 2
AAF (284-305) 257 7 A L= AEMOVWEIHINBET 274 F =2 TARLZY T MrHMO 7 = 5 TEDWELY
FEY L2720 T, SEERS GO0 hiki . LT REICHES L7273V ZADH & % il % gk
OFFIZHRIT L2 HEEIE K & v,

FAFIVLTFATRXAGREILY F b2 iBEkon—<BHTh), WRZTELOLDOBKIZZY 7 b
NI L WS DTH o 72A, TN L) IEOBITERE L FHNAEZE LT, LVDFZY T oF) X METfE
EERAERE L IR EICH TR T2, B =< EROM A ~NOEEROMERLETFE L TF Y A M
ZHERNI2T 6N L O I L7-025G IO THEDORKIZITED 2\ as, BALOHK S H ) TRITTOHALIZSH > 72
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L7 4 7 RAGORMNOHTHLH2844E8 H A HEIAEL T2 a7 Mg AT, [HEEHEN] LIFEh w5,
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