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3. W X

COERCED EDUCATION

By : George Lamborn West,
B. A,LL.B., J.D.

Granted, I am an American, born in Showa 4 and reared in a semi-arid
area of Southwest Texas, whose father owned several ranches there and
whose mother was a teacher, schooled in a military high school and educated
in history and law at the University of Texas, who practiced law and tau-
ght college level in Texas only until I went as “Of Counsel” to a law firm
in Tokyo in Showa 44. I had never met a single Japanese until Showa 39
and at that time I went to Japan for the first time I could not conceive that
there could be any similarity in basic beliefs and thinking that could pene-
trate the cultural, historical and language barriers existing between myself
and the many Japanese I met there.

Of course I found the Japanese warm, hospitable and extremely polite
(so much so that I tended to develop an inferiority complex). How they
could put up with the gauche manners I displayed was more than I could
understand. For many years, in my dealings there, I even attempted to
actually be impolite and go out of my way to cause the people I dealt with
to dislike me, thus testing them.

In Showa 45 I first met the late Professor Masamichi Funakoshi who
several times invited me down to Ise to visit him and talk in long night
sessions with his students. My behavior was purposely abominable yet still
there penetrated through the difficulties of interpretation the true spirit he
had and with which he was imbuing his students.
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At almost the same time I was taken to meet Dr. Kiyoshi Hiraizumi and
I will never forget the occasion. The weather was very cold in Tokyo and
I was ushered into a large, and strange for me, unheated room where he
sat at a Kotatsu writing calligraphy in conditions that I would have found
intolerably cold for flexion and use of the hands. We engaged in approxi-
mately an hour of conversation and I felt 'deeply impressed, for I knew I
had just received the honor of meeting one of the very few foremost minds
ever in this world..

He had led the conversation over the world at large and skipped inter-
mittently through time periods and shamed me by exposing my complete
ignorance of so many matters but I will always feel that he did so to cause
me to study more and as a result I have endeavored to do so.

The one paramount thing or thought or phrase that I came away with
from that conversation was a new term or phrase, namely, MEIJI SPIRIT.
I could not define it but I knew he had it. I also knew that Funakoshi
sensel had it and that so did any many other people I had met.

As later events proved, these people evidently thought I had the same
spirit, though until Showa 52, when on one of my trips to Japan, I could
not find words to define it.

On that occasion I was sitting at a dinner party given in my honor by
one of my intimate friends in his home and I was handed or presented a
very official looking paper and told, through the interpreter, that this was
a facsimile of the Kyoiku Chiyokugo, meaning the Meiji Rescript of Educa-
tion. My reaction was non-commital until I was handed a multi-language
translation of that document and immediately my eyes fell on these words:

S BE FILIAL TO YOUR PARENTS, AFFECTIONATE TO YOUR

BROTHERS AND SISTERS; AS HUSBANDS AND WIVES BE HAR-
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MONIOUS, AS FRIENDS TRUE ; BEAR YOURSELVES IN MODESTY

AND MODERATION; EXTEND YOUR BENEVOLENCE TO ALL;

PURSUE LEARNING AND CULTIVATE ARTS, AND THEREBY DE-

VELOP INTELLECTUAL FACULTIES AND PERFECT MORAL PO-

WERS ; FURTHERMORE ADVANCE PUBLIC GOOD AND PROMOTE

COMMON INTERESTS; ALWAYS RESPECT THE CONSTITUTION

AND OBSERVE THE LAWS; SHOULD EMERGENCY ARISE, OFFER

YOURSELVES COURAGEOUSLY TO THE STATE...... *

NOW I AT LONG LAST UNDERSTOOD THE MEANING OF MEIJT

SPTIRIT.

Meiji Tenno had set down in this document the very essence of what I
had been taught in my formative years and which had made so lasting an
impression as to have shaped my entire life. Though in that document he
applied it to Japanese and the Empire, I had been brought up to believe,
as I later learned he did, that it was for all mankind.

We in the USA never had the words set down in a specific document
but in all parts of the country, those words applied during the 1800’s and
into the early 1900’s to all of our lives and I use the term FRONTIER SPI-
RIT to describe it. They formed the very basis of our entire educational
system and at that time as much education took place in the home as it did
in the formal setting of a classroom.

In the first ten years of Showa I was being reared by a father born in
Meiji 14 and a mother born in Meiji 23 who had grown up in that era and
was in an area so sparsely settled that our nearest neighbor was twelve
kilometers distant. We had to live by those precepts to survive.

Now in the early 1900’s the lower school classroom teaching in the USA
consisted of reading, writing and arithmetic. The school was a place for
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formal training to enable people to gain an education away from the clas-
sroom and to continue that education throughout their lives. Teachers were
dedicated persons who gave their all for the value of their students with
monetary interest in only sufficient money to allow them to carry on their
chosen profession. Then came on the scene a man named John Dewey
who decided that matters were not being adequately dealt with by the
schools and there began an encroachment upon that which had been left
to the parents to teach (and I must say that most of the parents were so
weak as to take the “easy way” and abdicate their responsibifities) and the
introduction of “permissiveness,” insofar as students, were concerned.

It is necessary for the reader to understand that in the USA education
is handled on a very local level with political entities called Independent
School Districts proliferating the country, sometimes as many as 25 servic-
ing a county of 10,000 population. There are no national standards pre-
scribed by governmental agnecies and only through the fairly recent intr-
oduction of testing procedures is any standard fixed for college entrance.
Each lower and upper school sets its own requirements for graduation
to a very large extent. No national standard for graduation at any level,
including college, exists.

Now this new permissiveness brought with it more functions of the
schools (bands, football teams, girls’ drill teams, etc.) and more hours were
required to be spent at the school grounds.

In this writer’s opinion the public school system in the USA has develo-
ped into a giant babysitting industry, giving “social promotions” from
grade to grade with no real learning by the students, and has developed a
mass of soft, illiterate group of young adults who are fit only for a lifelong
government subsidy, unemployment or a life of crime upon graduation.
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The “permissiveness” alluded to earlier reforms to “elective” courses
beginning even in lower school for which credit toward graduation is
given (examples are band, shop, cooking and other matters that are best
left to home study or at least made extra-curricular.)

Teachers are and have long been unionized at the lower levels and are
turned out by colleges that grant “Education” degrees based on the precept
that no knowledge of the subject taught must be had by the teacher, only
a knowledge of “how to teach.”

I grew up learning English in the eighth grade by diagramming sente-
nces the whole year. When I reached the University of Texas I had a com-
plusory course in English taught by “modern” memory methods and used
my time thus saved on serious study.

Under the old system in the USA, disciplinary matters were taken care
of by paddling and decorum in the classroom obviated that except in ex-
treme cases. Now no teacher may touch a student and discipline is absent
from most schools, even to the point that students at middle and upper
school levels arrive on the school grounds with concealed knives and even
pistols and of course drugs are extremely prevalent even extending down
to the lower school level.

Dress codes are such that hair may be worn any length by either sex
and classroom attire is “hippie” by nature. Even the instructors appear in
clothing that is suitable only for the rag bag. (I often think of the contrast
with Professor Masanobu Tsuge’s Kogakkan High School where a mirror
is mounted in the stairwell for his neatly uniformed charges to check their
appearance.)

Gone is the pride of appearance and achievement of earlier years, repla-
ced with bureaucratic babysitting of persons who achieve adulthood without
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ever having achieved any accomplishment other than minimum attendance.

This is what John Dewey brought to USA education. Why was it done
is the question. Recall the multitudes of Independent School Districts. Know
that they are supported by ad valorem (property) taxes and know that
they can issue long term interest bearing bonds for sale to private indivi-
duals for buildings and grounds improvements. (Interest payments on such
indebtedness amounted to $ 2, 528, 000, 000. 00 (U. S.) in 1979.)

Does it not stand the test of reason that expanded activities require ex-
panded facilities which require borrowed money to build ? Yes, again we
see the intrusion into the USA system of what I have often previously (in
other writings) referred to as a selfish money grubbing clique, with the
ability to instantly take citizenship elsewhere because of their religious be-
lief, extending worldwide for their own personal gain at the expense of
the people of the world. This is the same group that brought Japan her
constitution of 1946 and ever encroached on the world for financial gain.

A by-product of this “modern” method of teaching was the “animaliza-
tion” of the USA which has grown by leaps and bounds. As a result of the
teaching philosophy of “permissiveness”, the same thought processes were
passed to the students and family, home, duty to country, modesty, deco-
rum-all were forgotten and lost. Pride in achievement of the individual
gave way to the constant quest for money and so-called “conveniences”.
The by-product of the new education was the industrial and business con-
quest of a nation by that same group whose primary concern in the begin-
ning, in the opinion of this writer, was interest paid on money loaned-the
medieval word for that was usury.

I am glad to say that there are still some private school systems in the
USA that are not in their clutches and that many Americans graduated the
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public schools before this system reached them (though we are now aging)
and that many more graduate from private schools with doctorates, still
imbued with what I have termed the “Frontier Spirit” which is in truth
and infact the same as the “Meiji Spirit” I found so well expounded in the
Kyoiku Chokugo.

The reader will ask himself, why did this American write this article for
publication in Japan. I can only say that as bad as things are now concern-
ing public education in Japan, the people there have seen nothing yet as
to what will certainly happen unless constitutional reform is had there, the
Kyoiku Chokugo reinstated for all students in Japan and this clique with
its many tentacles expelled from Japanese life.

Several months ago Professor Emeritus Michitaro Shidehara sent me a
copy of a book in Japanese, published in Japan, entitled by “3& % = & ¥ A
OlME, BAACH VW’ (BrFH 4 « & — ¥E ARERBFR) an
American Jew, which explains how and why certain things were done and
how history was caused to happen by this self-same clique. The book is
excellent and I recommend it to all as required reading to understand the
problems Japan has faced for more than 30 years. The fault with the book
is that it treats all as history of the past and does not explain that the same
group even now continues its same methodology worldwide, most of all in
the USA, for the same purpose, economic subjugation of the World.

It is my devout prayer that more scholars and people in Japan will look
beneath the tip of the iceberg that is so visible to them and understand the

tremendous mass of the underlying problem confronting them.
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