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The “Nomonhan Incident” :
Some new Aspects Revealed through Russian and
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Abstract:

Known as the “Battle of Khalkhin-Gol” in Russia, the Nomonhan Incident broke out 70 years
ago on May 11,1939, in the border area which separated Mongolia from Manchukuo and lasted
about five months, representing an undeclared war.

In Japan it has been common to think so far that the Kwantung Army had been crushingly
defeated by mechanized units of the Soviet Red Army. After the end of the Cold War, as the strict
secrecy surrounding access to Soviet archives was lifted, even foreigners are being able to get a
hold of historical documents pertaining to the Nomonhan Incident and revealing such crucial data
as, to provide an example, total personnel losses of the Red Army. A more accurate assessment of
the Soviet casualties casts a shadow of doubt on the issue of the allegedly decisive victory
achieved by the Soviet Union in this border conflict. Recent estimates of Soviet losses indicate the
number of 25,655 casualties, which considerably exceeds the losses suffered by the Japanese
troops.

Reassessment of Nomonhan Incident is occurring in Mongolia as well, which causes a certain
irritation in Russia as an undesirable revision of history.

This paper attempts to provide a brief critical review of the Nomonhan Incident by means of

examining a number of Russian and Japanese historical sources.
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