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Electricity and Magnetism in ancient China,
Viewed in classical Chinese Literatures

Akifumi INUI*!, Mitsuyoshi YAMAMOTO*?2, Yoshihiro KAWAGUCHI*3

Abstract: The attractive force of lodestone to iron piece crowned on the tip of shepherd cane and that of
rubbed amber to a tiny light material such as a cotton fiber, which were recognized by a Greek named Thales
of Miletus 640 BC, have been so far dealt with the origin of the history of electricity and magnetism. These
lodestones were found near the town of Magnesia (today in Turkey), which originated the word Magnetism.
The amber is called electron in Greek, from which stemmed the word electricity. However, since the begin-
ning of 20t Century, Chinese own and foreigners investigations on the Chinese classical literatures have clari-
fied that many Chinese ancient people recognized the electrical phenomena such as a small flash light and
noise (a kind of electrical discharge) generated by rubbing clothes with each other, for instance generated in
case they change their silk clothes, moreover they had already the idea of the application of magnetic force to
block sword-carrying and armored invaders coming through the palace gate. These interesting facts have to
be prudently noted from the view point of the history of electricity and magnetism, along with the facts that 3
big inventions of paper sheet, gunpowder, compass in the world have been made in 10-13th Century in China.
The authors here describe some historical aspects of electricity and magnetism in China, based on some

Chinese classical literatures.
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