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Electricity in the Period from Edo to Meiji of Japan

Akifumi Inui*!, Mitsuyoshi Yamamoto *? Yoshihiro Kawaguchi **

Abstract: The authors here describe some historical aspects of electricity in the period from Edo to
Meiji of Japan, based on some Japanese classical literatures. The first half of the Edo was the age of
static electricity. The Elekiter was the Japanese name of the frictional electro-static generator used for
electric experiments in the 18th century. In Japan Gennai Hiraga made his own Elekiter in 1776, the age
of Meiwa, with reference to an Elekiter from Holland during his second trip to Nagasaki in 1770. The
latter half of the Edo was the age of electricity using the battery. Applying the battery to a small type
of electro-magnetic machine and electro chemical technique, electricity stepped forward to practice.
Under the modern policy of Meiji administration, Europe and American civilization were introduced to
Japan widely and rapidly, and the age of civilization in Japan was established. The communication
changed from porter to telegraph, and the lighting changed from oil to electricity. These transformations
were not able to be established easily. These successes were owing to the flow of sciences and to the

learning of the electricity from Edo to Meiji period of Japan.
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